Things came out into the open, and my crime looked more
heinous with every refusal of hers. When all my attempts
failed to restore her to her father, I became chivalrous and
told the father that I was fully prepared to take the conse-
quences on behalf of myself and his daughter for what
had happened.

" At this, the father became violent in speech and
departed threatening dire consequences to both of us. My
patient was white with fear and refused to leave my
hospital. The father returned with 10 or 15 rowdies of the
place who forcibly entered my- hospital and took away the
girl. The father drew a shot gun and treatened to shoot
me if I didn't leave the place with bag and baggage in three
days, never to return. I tried to muster a few of the
'roughs' of the place in my favour but I soon discovered
that my moral standing in the place was next to nothing
and that I could mobilise in my favour neither public
opinion nor hired help. I also learnt that the father of the
patient was ajrich, revengeful man who would pursue me
to the ends of the earth. What else could I do except run
for my life and the safety of my family? That is why
I came here."

*fi Are you sure he will not pursue you here also?''

"How can I be sure? I also learnt that he had repor-
ted against me to the Medical Council for action,"

"How are you financially?"

"I have laid bare my life to you. In this setup, do
you expect me to be doing well in that direction?1'

I was struck with remorse at the unfolding of this
calamity that had overtaken a brilliant, sociable and
sincere medical man. I was silent for a long time. I could
not find words to express my grief at his predicament or
to offer him the assurance of hope. We soon reached the
village towards which we were bound. The patient we
were asked to examine was in a critical state with acute
pneumonia, and a failing pulse. Those were days when
modern drugs like antibiotics and steroi.de were not availa-
ble. We told the son of the patient that the chances of
recovery were almost nil and that if he still insisted on my
treating the case, we would do our best.
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